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Sports Achiever of the Decade: Shane Lowry 

He has reached the highest level of any Offaly sports person, featuring in the top twenty of golf, 
and competing for some of the sport's biggest titles. He crowned a very successful amateur 
career when stunning the world of golf while winning the Irish Open when still in the unpaid 
ranks in 2009. The Clara man immediately turned professional after that, and has developed 
into one of the world's top golfers. 
 
He won the Portugese Masters in 2012, and achieved the biggest win of his career when 
winning the World Golf Championship Bridgestone Invitational in 2015. That was one of golf's 
biggest events but he almost went a step further this year when he led the US Open after three 
rounds, and was only overhauled by Dustin Johnson on the last day. Now ranked 44th in the 
world, he has competed regularly for some of golf's biggest events on their biggest stages, and 
it is surely only a matter of time before he joins the ranks of major winners. 
 
From one of Offaly's most renowned GAA families, his achievements have brought a glow of 
pride to his native county and town. The overall sports achiever of the decade is Shane Lowry. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

VOLUNTEERS 
Lifetime Contribution: John Cronin 

A remarkable man, his upward spiral in athletics continued this year when he was elected as 
deputy president of Athletics Ireland at their Congress in Tullamore. 
 
He has truly made a life time contribution to his chosen sport. A native of Donegal and a 
talented 800m runner in his youth, he became immersed in the local athletics scene when he 
moved to Tullamore in 1983. He soon joined the local Tullamore Harriers, and his contribution 
to his club has been immense, serving as chairman for over 20 years.  
 
An expert on the rules, he was elected on to the International Association of Athletics 
Federations Technical Committee in 2015, and is eligible to serve at World Championships and 
Olympic Games. He has officiated at several top international meetings, and served as an 
international technical official on the European Athletics Panel from 2005 to 2013, before 
passing the stringent exams to serve at the highest level of athletics. 
 
Very highly regarded at all levels of athletics, he seems destined for the top role in Irish 
athletics, and perhaps higher. Our Lifetime Contribution Award goes to a very deserving 
recipient in John Cronin. 
 
  



Youth award: Ann Marie Guinan (Camogie) 
Nominated by her local camogie club in Drumcullen, our youth recipient has been actively 
volunteering since she was 17, and alongside this played a scoring role in securing Offaly 
Camogie the All Ireland championship title in 2013. She has earned 3rd level Purcell Cup 
honours with her College Carlow IT in 2014 and 2015.  
 
A committed club and county player she also takes the time to coach very young girls learning 
to play the game, and to handle all aspects of her club’s publicity.  
 
With a love for the sport, the vibrancy of youth and an understanding of modern 
communication she manages the clubs social media platforms and compiles regular reports on 
all club teams. Her talent as an effective communicator did not go unnoticed, and Offaly County 
Board, and her college also draw on her to promote and publicise the sport gaining much air 
time and space in local media.  
 
Although she has finished her 3rd level education she also finds time to continue to promote 3rd 
level camogie as a member of their National Executive. Our Youth Volunteer Award goes to Ann 
Marie Guinan 
 

Volunteer of decade: Liam Brereton (Boxing) 
Mention boxing and Edenderry in the same breath, and the name Brereton comes to mind 
immediately. For decades, Sean Brereton literally ran the boxing club and saw his eight sons 
rise to take national honours in the sport; one to represent Ireland in the Olympics, and another 
to win a European medal. To be a Brereton lad, if you weren’t born wearing a pair of boxing 
gloves, there was a pair waiting for you when you came out.   
 
Now the mantle has passed to one of Sean’s sons, to a man who is as passionate about the 
sport as his father was, but who also has his own unique style. Morley, as he is known around 
town, literally lives in the club and for the club. He coaches numerous young boxers and is 
committed to see them realize their potential.  
 
He is an AIBA 3 star coach, which in layman’s terms means he is qualified to coach boxers to 
Olympic standard, only one of seven coaches in Ireland with this qualification.  He has pushed 
for the redevelopment of the club facilitates, has started upgrades and has ambitious plans for 
the future. 
 
He is unique in his commitment to the development of women’s boxing, and regularly brings 
emerging boxers together for training, organizing away tournaments for them, and liaising with 
international federations to bring teams from other countries to Edenderry for training and 
competition with the Irish girls. With his sights firmly focused on taking at least one of his 
charges to the Tokyo Olympics, our Volunteer of the Decade is Liam “Morley” Brereton  
 
 
  



ATHLETICS: James Nolan  
(Shortlisted nominees –Gordon Kennedy, James Nolan and Pauline Curley) 

Finishing sixth in the World Indoor Championships 1,500m in Moscow in 2006 represented a 
tremendous high point of a very successful career for our athletics recipient. A two time 
Olympian, he also competed in the European Championships in 2006; while he made the finals 
of the European Indoors in 2007. He also competed at the World Indoors in Valencia in 2008 
before injury ended his career. He returned in 2013 to set a national veterans’ 1,500m record. 
The Athletics Recipient is James Nolan. 
 

BOXING: Lauren Hogan 
(Shortlisted nominees – Brian Kennedy, Gráinne Walsh and Lauren Hogan) 

Female boxing is growing the whole time, and tonight's boxing recipient is one of two 
outstanding young females in Offaly. She represented Ireland in the U-18 World Youth 
Championships in 2013; won national U-18 and senior elite titles in 2015; defended her senior 
elite title in 2016; and won a European youth bronze in 2015. Injury forced her withdrawal from 
the world finals earlier this year, while she boxed in the European Championships. Ladies and 
gentlemen, Lauren Hogan. 
 

CAMOGIE: Michaela Morkan 
(Shortlisted nominees – Elaine Dermody, Michaela Morkan and Sheila Sullivan) 

The camogie recipient has been a lynchpin of Offaly Camogie in the last ten years playing with 
the senior team since 2003. The Shinrone native played a crucial role in Offaly’s All Ireland 
Junior success in 2009 before going on to captain the team the following year to win the All 
Ireland Intermeidate crown. Stylish and dynamic, she has also been pivotal to Offaly pushing 
hard for senior hnours in recent years. The former All Star and Soaring Star has also led her club 
Shinrone to a host of county titles in the past ten years with a Leinster Junior Club title in 2001 
also a notable high point. An Offaly Camogie Award recipient in 2008, 2013 and 2015; and 
named in the Offaly team of the decade in 2014, tonight Michaela Morkan takes the Camogie 
award. 
 

COURT SPORTS: Susan Moran (Basketball) 
(Shortlisted nominees – David Hope forhandball, Susan Moran for basketball, and Micheal O 

Brien for handball) 
She was one of the outstanding basketball players to come from Ireland, and has enjoyed a very 
successful professional career, playing in the USA, Europe and Australia. A long serving member 
of the Irish national basketball team, she was part of an all conquering Tullamore Sacred Heart 
School basketball team in the early 1990s before going to St Joseph's in Philadelphia on a 
scholarship. Now coaching colleges basketball, our Court Sports recipient is Susan Moran. 
 
  



GAELIC FOOTBALL: Niall McNamee 
(Shortlisted nominees – Ciaran Mc Manus, Niall Mc Namee and Karol Slattery) 

The top footballer in Offaly for the past decade plus, and ever present on the county senior 
football team since 2003. A brilliant forward, he has won the Offaly footballer of the year award 
on five occasions; eight Senior Football Championship medals with Rhode; a Dublin senior 
football medal with UCD in 2006; a Division 4 National Football League title with Offaly in 2014; 
and having played international rules with Ireland. He has played 130 times for Offaly seniors, 
top scored in most campaigns for Offaly and Rhode; the Gaelic Football winner is Niall 
McNamee. 
 

GOLF: Stuart Grehan 
(Shortlisted nominees – Billy Donlon, Shane Lowry and Stuart Grehan) 

With Shane Lowry receiving the overall award, the golf recipient goes to a young Tullamore 
man who looks to have all the ingredients to follow in his footsteps. He has progressed 
enormously in the past few years, winning the Irish Youth Championship in 2012; and two of 
Ireland's blue ribbon amateur events, the East and South of Ireland Championships in 2014. 
Now ranked 58th in the world and 7th in Europe, he has represented Ireland, and Great Britain 
and Ireland with great distinction at international level. A very bright future lies ahead of Stuart 
Grehan. 
 

HORSE SPORT: Pat Smullen 
(Shortlisted nominees – Darragh Kenny, Pat Smullen and Tom Malone) 

One of the most successful jockeys of the modern era, the Rhode man has been Irish flat racing 
champion hockey on eight occasions. He has ridden the winners of some of the biggest races in 
Ireland, France, Britain and the USA on some of the best horses the modern era has seen. 
Unfortunately he is not able to attend tonight as he is on his way to Dubai, Pat Smullen is 
represented here by Ken Kelleghan. 
 

HURLING: Shane Dooley 
(Shortlisted nominees – Brian Carroll, Shane Dooley and Rory Hanniffy) 

A brilliant forward and a player who would have fitted into any Offaly team in any era, he has 
been an ever present on the county senior hurling team from 2007 to present, playing 57 times 
and scoring 44 times. The winner of a National Hurling League Division 2 medal in 2009, he 
inspired Tullamore to a surprise Senior hurling title win in 2009, was Offaly senior hurler of the 
year in 2009 and 2010 and has won a Railway Cup medal with Leinster. A prolific scorer, the 
Senior Hurler award goes to Shane Dooley. 
 

LADIES FOOTBALL: Mairead Daly 
(Shortlisted nominees – Emma Dalton, Mairead Daly and Lorraine Keena) 

An inspirational figure as Offaly won the All-Ireland Ladies Junior Football Championship and 
the National Football League Division 4 title in 2013, she was named on the national Division 4 
and 3 teams of the year in 2013 and 2016. Player of the match in the All-Ireland and Leinster 
finals in 2013, she knows where the posts are and was Offaly ladies footballer of the year in 
2013, Mairead Daly. 



PARA SPORT: Nicole Turner 
(Shortlisted nominees – Eoin Cleare, Lorraine Regan and Nicole Turner) 

At just 14 years of age, Nicole is our youngest recipient tonight but already her Paralympic 
achievements stand out. This Garryhinch teen is a brilliant competitor who has been swimming 
since she was 5.  At the age of seven she won five gold medals in the World Dwarf Games and 
by 2015 was swimming at senior Paralympic championships. She qualified for six finals in the 
2015 World Championships, six finals in the 2016 European Championships, winning two silver 
and one bronze medals, and she competed in five finals in this year's Paralympics in Rio de 
Janeiro.  With her sights firmly fixed on Tokyo 2020, Paralympian of the Decade is Nicole 
Turner. 
 

RUGBY: Peter Bracken 
(Shortlisted nominees – Peter Bracken, Aaron Deverall and Peter Dooley) 

The highlight of a very productive professional rugby career came in 2007 when he was part of 
the London Wasps squad that won the Heineken Cup. A powerful prop, he won an Anglo Irish 
Cup in 2006, has played Ireland A rugby and was on the Irish senior squad, where he was very 
unlucky not to win a cap. He has played professional rugby in Ireland, Wales, England and 
France and remains very involved in rugby as a scrums coach. The Rugby winner is Peter 
Bracken. 
 

SOCCER: Iarfhlaith Davoren 
(Shortlisted nominees – Iarfhlaith Davoren, Sylvia Gee and Seamus Kelly) 

Now playing with the Tulsa Roughnecks in the USA, he has enjoyed a very successful soccer 
career at League of Ireland level. He has won three FAI Cup medals with Sligo Rovers in 2010, 
2011 and 2013, scoring a crucial goal to send the 2011 final to extra time, a League of Ireland 
title and a League of Ireland Cup in 2010. He has also played with Athlone Town, Galway 
United, Longford Town and Cork City. Iarfhlaith Davoren. 
 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS: Patrick Moore 
(Shortlisted nominees – Damien Breslin, Dessie Gounodue and Patrick Moore) 

A fanatical soccer player he has numerous regional and national medals.  In 2009 he won a 
European gold medal winner with the Tullamore Special Olympics soccer team.  The highlight of 
his career came in 2011 when he captained the Irish five-a-side team at the world games in 
Athens.  As well as taking home the gold, Patrick, with his outgoing personality and infectious 
smile was awarded smile of the tournament.  Always a big hit with the ladies on foreign trips 
your Special Olympian of the decade, Patrick Moore 
 
  



WATER SPORTS: Niamh Ní Chéilleachair (rowing) 
(Shortlisted nominees – Alex Condron for swimming, David Neale for rowing and Niamh Ní 

Chéilleachair for rowing) 
Rowing in women’s lightweight doubles 2006 was the outstanding year for our water sports 
recipient.  Raising her world ranking to 7th she won a world cup medal in this year and was 
named Irish Times Sports Woman of the Year.  From 2005 to 2008 she represented Ireland 
eight times in world cup events and prior to this placed 4th at World University Games on two 
occasions.  Niamh Ni Cheilleachair 
 

OTHER SPORTS 
(Shortlisted nominees – William Buckley Junior for pitch and putt, Mary Daly for triathlon, Aiden 
Fogarty for clay pigeon shooting, Marie Triona Keane for triathlon, Kevin Keyes for motor bike 

racing, Cathal Mc Donald for clay pigeon shooting, Tracey Mc Grath for pitch and putt, and 
Francine Meehan for cycling and triathlon) 

 
Tracey McGrath (pitch and putt) 
A brilliant pitch and putt player, her career highlight was when she captained Ireland in the 
2011 Catalonia Challenge in Spain while she also represented her country in the European team 
championships in 2007 and 2003. The winner of several national, Leinster and Offaly stroke and 
match play titles, please give a warm round of applause for Tracey McGrath. 
 
Francine Meehan (cycling and triathlon) 
A multi-talented sports woman, the Killurin woman was the sighted cyclist for visually impaired 
Dubliner, Catherine Walsh at the 2012 London paralympiccs, where they won silver and bronze 
medals. She was also the guide for Walsh in the 2016 Paralympics in Rio and is a brilliant cyclist 
in her own right, winning six national cyclo cross titles from 2009 to 2015, bronze in the 
national time trial in 2013 and woman's national road race series champion in 2009. Francine 
Meehan. 


